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conventional defense requirements. He em-
phasized the need for an early and fair reso-
lution of the F–16 issue. The President re-
affirmed his commitment to such a resolu-
tion.

The two leaders reviewed the security situ-
ation in South Asia and emphasized the need
to resolve all outstanding issues in the inter-
est of peace and stability in the region. Prime
Minister Sharif highlighted the centrality of
the Jammu and Kashmir dispute to peace
and security in South Asia and emphasized
the need for an early resolution of this dis-
pute in accordance with the relevant U.N.
Security Council resolutions. The President
emphasized the importance of the continu-
ation of bilateral negotiations between Paki-
stan and India with a view to addressing the
root causes of their disputes, including Kash-
mir, taking into account the wishes of the
Kashmiri people. President Clinton reiter-
ated his support for these negotiations and
his expectation that they will bring results
beneficial to both Pakistan and India. Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif welcomed the interest
shown by the international community in ad-
dressing the Kashmir issue and emphasized
his belief that the major powers, especially
the United States, need to effectively engage
in facilitating a just and lasting solution to
the dispute. The President said the United
States was willing to lend its assistance to the
bilateral dialogue if both sides requested it.

The President and the Prime Minister re-
affirmed their strong opposition to terrorism
in all its forms and manifestations. They ex-
pressed their resolve to work closely to com-
bat international terrorism and emphasized
the need for prompt and effective action
against international terrorists.

The two leaders agreed to work for an im-
mediate end to the conflict in Afghanistan
and the restoration of durable peace, stability
and normalcy in the country based on the
principals of sovereignty, territorial integrity
and non-interference in internal affairs, as
well as a political reconciliation and respect
for the human rights of all Afghan citizens,
including women and girls and ethnic mi-
norities. In this context, they endorsed the
efforts of the United Nations ‘‘Six Plus Two’’
group.

The President welcomed Pakistan’s efforts
to combat narcotics and offered additional
funds for law enforcement training. The
Prime Minister appreciated the offer, which
would strengthen Pakistan’s counternarcotics
enforcement agencies and meet common
goals, including interdiction, extraditions,
and eradication.

The President and the Prime Minister
agreed to remain in close contact and to con-
tinue efforts to build a strong and more
broad-based relationship between the two
countries. The Prime Minister reiterated his
cordial invitation already extended to Presi-
dent Clinton to visit Pakistan. The President
said that he hoped it would be possible to
visit Pakistan next year.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Proclamation 7155—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 1998
December 4, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For most Americans, driving an auto-

mobile has become a practical necessity.
Whether in an urban, suburban, or rural set-
ting, the daily routine of modern life requires
that we have access to reliable and affordable
transportation from our homes to our offices,
schools, shopping, and elsewhere. But the
right to drive a vehicle brings with it the re-
sponsibility to drive safely. A fundamental
part of this responsibility is the need to stay
free from alcohol and drugs when driving.
Driving under the influence of alcohol or
mind-altering drugs can turn an automobile
into a lethal weapon.

The Department of Transportation re-
leased some encouraging data earlier this
year regarding injuries and fatalities caused
by drunk or drugged drivers. The number
of Americans killed in alcohol-related crashes
last year dropped to an all-time low, rep-
resenting a decline of more than 30 percent
since 1982. Drunk-driving deaths accounted
for less than 40 percent of all traffic deaths,
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and alcohol-related fatalities among 15- to
20-year-olds dropped by 5 percent last year
alone. We have achieved this progress be-
cause of stronger laws, tougher enforcement,
and increased public awareness. These statis-
tics also reflect the effectiveness of the legis-
lation I fought for and signed into law 3 years
ago to help ensure zero tolerance for under-
age drinking and driving.

But there is more we must do. Last year,
more than 16,000 Americans lost their lives
to impaired driving, and hundreds of thou-
sands more were injured. Research shows
that the risk of being involved in a fatal car
crash is 11 times greater when drivers have
a blood alcohol content (BAC) exceeding .08.
By passing a tough national standard of im-
paired driving at .08 BAC—an important
measure I continue to challenge the Con-
gress to enact—we could save additional
lives. At my direction, the Secretary of Trans-
portation developed a plan to make .08 BAC
the standard on Federal property, such as
national parks and military bases, and in-
cluded in his plan a strategy to raise public
awareness of the risks associated with drink-
ing and driving. Federal agencies currently
are implementing the Secretary’s rec-
ommendations.

In memory of the thousands who have lost
their lives to drunk and drugged drivers, I
ask all motorists to participate in ‘‘National
Lights on for Life Day’’ on Friday, Decem-
ber 18, 1998, by driving with vehicle head-
lights illuminated. By doing so, we will call
attention to this critical national problem and
remind others on the road of the responsibil-
ity to drive free of the influence of drugs
and alcohol.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1998
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I urge all Americans who
drive to take responsibility for themselves,
their loved ones, guests, and passengers; to
stop anyone under the influence of alcohol
or mind-altering drugs from getting behind
the wheel; and to help teach our young peo-
ple safe and alcohol- and drug-free driving
behavior.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 8, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 9.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

November 30
In the morning, the President met with

Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian
Authority in the Oval Office at the White
House.

The President appointed Jenny Luray as
Deputy Assistant to the President and Direc-
tor of Women’s Initiatives and Outreach.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals to the Advi-
sory Commission on Holocaust Assets in the
United States: Edgar M. Bronfman, Chair;
Roman Kent, Ira Leesfield, Jehuda Reinharz,
Margaret Richardson, Patricia Schroeder,
William Singer, and Cecil Williams, private
sector members; Stuart Eizenstat, Depart-
ment of State; Patrick Henry, Department
of the Army; James Robinson, Department
of Justice; and Neal Wolin, Department of
the Treasury.

December 1
In the morning, the President met with

President Joaquim Alberto Chissano of Mo-
zambique in the Oval Office at the White
House.
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